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Explore the beauty
of the historic
Egerland!

Karlovy Vary Regionis known for its elegant spa
towns, the mountainous landscape of the UNESCO
World Heritage Site Erzgebirge/Krusnohofi Mining
Region, and popular tourist destinations such as
Loket Castle, the St. Maurus Reliquary in Be&ov, Tepla
Monastery, and Prince Metternich’s chateauin Lazné
Kynzvart. Animportant cultural treasure of the region
is also foundin the historic Cheb area —Egerland,
located at the tri-border point of the Czech Republic,
Bavaria, and Saxony. The centre of this area, the for-
mer impetial city of Cheb (Eger), features numerous
medieval and Barogue monuments and is as charming
as the surrounding countryside.

The Cheb region offers a picturesque landscape
framed by mountains and dotted with unique rural
half-timbered architecture, old alleyways, and small
chapels, as well as Baroque pilgrimage sites, the quiet
melancholy of Jewish cemeteries, and the remnants
of villages that vanished after the Second World War.
Every place here tells its own story - of tradition, decli-
ne, and renewal.

If you seek authentic experiences away from the main
tourist routes, join us in discovering the rich heritage of
the Egerland countryside!

MUSEUM HOMESTEAP

oL mitlikov

The half-timbered homes-
tead No. 18 in the village of
Milikov (formerly Miltigau)
isthe only open-air mu-
seum in the Karlovy Vary
Region. lts exhibitions
present rural lifeinthe
Chebregion atthe turn
ofthe 19th and 20th cen-
turies. Managed by the Cheb Museum, it also serves as a centre
for the preservation of traditional folk culture. The homestead

is open from April to October, and during the seasonit hosts

a variety of events— including reqular guided tours, workshops,
and educational programmes for schools. The highlight of the year
isthe Harvest Festival, held at the end of August, featuring demon-
strations of histarical harvest wark, traditional crafts, and falklore
performances. Set in the attractive landscape on the edge of the
Slavkovsky les (Emperor’s Forest) Highlands, the homesteadis an
ideal destination for both walking and cycling trips.

PILGRIMAGE CHAPEL
OF KWEIPELEALH

Inthe secludedvalley
of the Podlesky Brook,
ataplace knownas
“Knafak” (Kneipelbach
in German), stands the
half-timbered Chapel of
the Virgin Mary dating
from 19311932. [t was
built on the site of an ol-
der pilgrimage chapel documentedin the 18th century. The chapel
is a valuable example of regional half-timbered sacral architecture,
and its peaceful forest surroundings create a uniquely tranquil
atmosphere. A visit to the chapel can easily be combined with
atripto the half-timbered homestead in Milikov and the Jewish
cemeteries in Uboéi and Mala Sitbof:

Salajna (formerly Konradsgriin) is
avillage heritage zone featuring
aremarkable collection of four-sided
farmsteads scattered along the valley
of the Sitbofsky Brook. Some of these
buildings rank among the oldest pre-
served examples of folk architecture in
the Cheb region. Among the highlights
are the former mill (No. 9), the chapel
with a half-timbered gable, and the
“Obecnikyselka” mineral spring (for-
merly “Gartnersaling”) in the centre of
the village. Accommodation is available
in Salajna, which is easily accessible
bytrain—withastop located directly
inthe village and another in the nearby
townof Dolni Zandov.

The half-timbered gables of two neighbouring homesteads, form
the most distinctive architectural feature of Dolni Lazany (formerly
Unter Losau). The village's protected heritage zone also includes
fine examples of brick rural architecture. A pleasant four-kilome-
tre walk leads here from the nearby village of Salajna, passing
through Horni LaZany, where you can see even more traditional
half-timbered buildings.

PoUERAVA

The village of Doubrava (formerly Taubrath) is a protected village
reserve and features the best-preserved historical architecture
inthe region. In the so-called “Rustler-Hof” (Na. 1), visitors can
explore a private exhibition of farming tools and folk furniture, and
enjoy refreshments in the homestead tavern. From Doubrava,
apleasant walking route leads to Kyselecky hamr or further on
tothe Bavarian spatown of Bad Neualbenreuth. Nearby stands
Mount Dylen (940 m) offering beautiful panoramic views of the
surrounding landscape.

WEUALBENREUTH

The Bavarian spa town of Bad Neualbenreuth liesin the heart of the
historic Frais area, where Bohemian and Bavarian authorities jointly
administered the territory until the 19th century. To this day, the town
remains closely connected to the Cheb region, both culturally and
as a tourist destination. Examples of Egerland half-timbered archi-
tecture canbe seen here—forinstance, in the information centre
building or the Sengerhof museum homestead. The area also featu-
res the Sibyllenbad spa and serves as a starting point for visitors to
the protected natural site Zelezna hiirka. It is here that one can best
understand what distinguishes the Cheb region from other parts of
the Czech Republic. The area’s historical paradoxes are highlighted
by the striking contrast between the picturesque Bavarian small
town and the remains of vanished villages on the Czech side — silent
witnesses to the division once marked by the Iron Curtain.

SEEBERG

The former ministerial
castle of Seeberg, foun-
ded during the era of the
Hohenstaufen emperors,
stands as a testament to
the distinctive history of
the medieval Egerland. Inits
outer courtyard stands a half-timbered barn fromthe 18th cen-
tury, built after the castle became part of the agricultural estate
of the town of Cheb. In the 1980s, two traditional rural buildings
were relocated to the castle grounds from vanished homesteads
inthe Cheb region. Particularly valuable is the historic granary,
one of only three preserved examples of its kind in the area —and
the only one accessible to visitors. Further examples of half-tim-
bered rural architecture can also be found in the nearby villages
of Poustka and Vlastislav.

wovy
PRAHOV

This picturesque village lies haliway between FrantiSkovy Lazné
(Franzensbad) and the Soos Nature Reserve. Visitors who come
to Novy Drahov (formerly Rohr)—often for a meal or refresh-
ment in one of the local inns—may not realise that they are in
one of the most charming protected village areas in the entire
Cheb region. The village pond, surrounded by half-timbered ho-
mesteads, forms a harmonious ensemble with the surrounding
landscape. Nearby attractions include the Soos Nature Reserve,
withits unique geological features and the “Katefina” museum
narrow-gauge railway, as well as several other inviting excursion
destinations in the immediate vicinity.

KOPANINA

The village of Kopanina (formerly Frauenreuth) lies on the edge
of the Cheb Basin, offering beautiful views over the gently rolling
landscape of the northern Egerland. In addition to several half-
-timbered buildings, the village also features a number of pre-
served brick homesteads and the Baroque Church of St. George
and St. Giles. Particularly noteworthy is the log granary located
on the edge of the village along the road to Luby. Examples of
half-timbered architecture can also be admired on the route from
Chehthrough the villages of Milhostov and Harka.

LANDWUST

Just afew kilometres from the Czech-Saxon border, in the
Vogtland region, there are two open-air museums that showcase
impressive collections of folk architecture buildings. Several buil-
dings correspond in many aspects to the ruralenvironment of the
historic Egerland and can be admiredin the villages of Landwiist
and Eubabrunn. A trip to this area iswell worth it. It can easily be
combined with a visit to the exhibition of historic musical instru-
ments in Luby, which recalls the region's long-standing violin-ma-
king tradition. The history of this so-called “music corner” on the
Czech-Saxonborderland is also represented in the Museum of
Musical Instruments in nearby Markneukirchen.
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FURTHER HALE-TIMBEREL
ARCHITECTURE
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